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Men's religion agrees with their notions , 
_ the power of gravitation, 


of the Deity. 

The pesition which sets forth an agree- 
ment bei ween men’s religion, and their God, 
is confirmed, | believe, by universal expe- 
rience. If our ideas of God be erioneous 
such will be our religion ; if we entertain 
correct notions of the Deity, our religion 
will have a correspondence with them.— 
Hence the importance of forming correct 
ideas of the Supreme Being. 

It is evident from the book of creation, 
that God is a spirit invisible to a fleshly 
eye; that xo man hath seen him ; that xo 
man can see him, with bodily eyes 3 that 
he fills immensity ; that his wisuom, power 
and goodness are infinite and immutable. 
With these attributes, we may argue all his 
other per lections, viz. love, truth, faithful- 
ness, &c. * Hence, as the invisible things of 
God are seen fen his works, which men 
behold 5 so it will follow, that (arguing from 
effects toa cause,) the true character of God 
is known by his works. Whenever, there- 
fore, any of these works are set up as God, 
there is a wrong notion formed of him, and 
this notion or idea of God will be as differ- 
ent from the truth, as an effect is from its 
cause. 

All that we behold, in creation, is matters | 
we likewise are acquainted with many diff- 
erent modifications of matter, and many of, 
the laws, by which itis governed. Now al-| 
though all God’s works are periect ta them- | 
selves and display his infinite wisdom ; yet | 
there is, in them, an evil, which may (as to; 
their operation,) be termed an evil of im- 
perfection. It applies to matter not to spir- 
it. Consider the laws of gravitation, and 
of cohesion ; by the latter, the innumera- 
ble particles, which compose the earth, ad- 
here to one another and compose this globe. 
Without this law of cohesion no globe could 
exist, its parts could not unite. ‘Thus all 
other bodies, as trees, rocks, &c. are contin- 
ued and do exist as such only by the law 
of cohesion: by the former, viz. gravitation, 
every thing inclines tothe center. Thus in 


all elevated bodies when cohesion is over- 
come by gravitation, the body falls ; when 
winds or earthquakes overpower the force 





ject to vanity. 


of cohesion, the body so overcome, falls by 
Thus these two 
laws are instituted for the government of 
matter, and they completely answer the 
end, for which they were designed. But, 
in their operation, are they not frequently 
attended with evils? How many instances 
are there ia history, both sacred and pro- 
fane, of the destruction of men and beasts 
by the fall of bodies ? Thus hailstones from 
| Heaven, in Joshua’s time, destroyed much 
people. ‘Thus in the battle with Absalom 
it is said (2. Sam. xviii. 8.) that the wood 
devoured more people that day, than the 
sword devoured : thus the Tower in Siloam 
felland slew 18 persons. Profane history 
infurms us of the destruction of multitudes, 
by the fall of Towers and Cities ; of many, 
who were slain by the fall of trees and edi- 
fices. These instances and thousands of 
others,” which might be named, do not ar- 
gue a defect in the laws by which matter is 
governed ; for which evils in a partial view, 
flow from the operation of those laws ; yet 
their existence and even their ope ation, is 
a public and universal good. So truly is 
this the case, that no 4 orld could exist with- 
out them; no rain could fall from Heaven; 
no principle would exist, which now sup- 
ports the world and operates for the univer- 
sal convenience of all creatures. Thus 
these laws are perfect in their places ; yet 


‘in their operation are oiten attended with 


partial inconvenience to creatures. 

We might go farther and say that these 
two laws govern the universe, and by means 
of them the innumerable worlds about us 
move in such glorious order and answer the 
purposes of infinite wisdom and love. 

[tis often said, that this is an imperfect state: 
but what do we mean by this declaration ? 
do we mean that God’s work is imperfect ? 
if we do we are greatly mistaken. His 
works were very good. His way is perfect : 
yet it is necessary to know, that the highest 
degree of perfection, of which matter is ca- 
pable of existing, is that, in which it is sub- 
“Hence the world is subject 
to change; and man is subject fo vanity. 

Now when any material body is worship- 
ped as God, or when any of the varieties te 
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to which man is subject are attributed to 
Gud, such as anger, or vengeance, or 
change, or pacification ; then God is not 
wo; shipped in his true character, because 
he is a spirit, and the imperfections of 
which we have spoke apply not to spirit 
but to matter. Keeping the distinction be- 
tween matter and spirit plainly in view, 
and considering the former to be subject to 
evils in its most perfect state, from the ne- 





that men’s religion agrees with their no- 
tions of the Deity. 

Indeed, in the christian world, it seems 
that Christians have argued and acted on 
the same principle. God (they say) could 
never be pacified towards man, nor, Consis- 
tently, pardon and save sinners without the 
sacrifice of hisown Son. It is represented 
that God is more pleased, and satisfied with 
the death of Christ than with any other 





cessity of the case 3 and that perfection and 
freedom from all evil in such a state is to 
be looked for only fiom a pure and infinite 
being, w/o is a spirit, without any mixture 
of matter, and who is infinite and un- 
changeable in all his attributes; I say, 
keeping these in view, we may at once 
discover whether the God we worship, be 
the only living and true God, or a Deity 
material, and consequently, like men, svb- 
ject to a thousand vanities and changes. 

Angerand wrath and vengeance and par- 
tiality and pacification, with changeability 
and outward form; such as body, eyes, 
hands, feet, &c. can apply really to none, 
but material heings ; yet figuratively, they 
may be spoken in reference to God, who is a 
pure spirit. Thus, “ the eyes of the Lord 
being in every place, beholding the evil 
and the good,” can mean nothing more 
than that God’s understanding is infinite. 
Why ? because he is not a material Being, 
but a pure and perfect spirit. 

The true God, then is a spirit, invisible, 
unchangeable, good aud just, and is infi 
nite. When men believe in such a Being ; 
when they have such a faith in him as 
works by love, and from a belief of his un- 
bounded and universal goodness, they are 
excited to go and do likewise, (which will 
be the case alwavs if their faith be genuine, ) 
thir religion will agree with their belicf 
of the Deity. Thus universal love among 
men can never reign on earth, till it is be- 
lieved that God’s love is universal. 

If men believe that the Deity is partial, 
in designing some for bliss and others for 
woe; then their religion (i. e. their prac- 


consideration ; but if ever there was an act 
el wickedness committed, and one, which 
| was connected with the most awtul calami- 
ties, it was that of the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ. We grant, that Christ’s death was 
that which God’s determinate counsel! and 
foreknowledge comprehended ; it followed 
as an effect produced from a cause, which, 
of necessity, effected evil in its operation, 
The Jews, who, like all other men, were 
subject to vanity from the necessity cf the 
case, misjudged with regard to the person 
and work of the Messiah. and did not know 
that Jesus Christ was the Messiah ;rom- 
ised. If they had known him, * they 
would not have crucified the Lord of Glo- 
ry.” Thus God who established the Jaws 
of nature and knew what would be the 
effect in their operation’; did know from 
the beginning how they would operate in 
the reception of Christ in this state of 
change : so that here was his foreknowledge 
of this event. His fixed resolution not to al- 
ter the laws of matter, and the order of na- 
ture, which he had established, and which 
he had pronounced very good ; teach us his 
determinate counsel in that case. Thus. 
although that event was brought to pass by 
the operation of the established order of 
things; yet was it an evil in itself; and as 
partial evil is designed in the great plan to 
produce good ; it will follow, that all par- 
tial evil is, in its operation universal good. 

Universal good effected and brought to 
pass by the wise establishment of cause and 
effect, (although partial evil may exist for 
atime:) is so far from militating against 
the infinite wisdom and goodness of God, 





tice in regard to their duty) will agree with 
this notion of the Deity. Thus we find: 
professors in all ages and nations acting | 
from the principle of hatred towards others, 


that, in fact. it establishes both: yet we 
ought to remember that such a system as is 
interwoven with evil. applies solely to mat- 
ter and material beings, and will operate 


because they are (in their estimation) the | on material beings only, till the time, when 
lthis mortal shall put on immortality. — 
From this reasoning, it follows that God is 
never pleased with evil for its own suke, 
hut only as necessary in accomplishing or 
being instrumental of tie general good: 
and if the general good be the object of in- 


objects of God’s hatred. | 

If man believe in 2 God, who cannot be | 
appeased without human blood and the sac- 
ririce of human beings: history informs us 
that thousands of such sacrifices have been 
offered for that purpose, here in atti 
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finite wisdom and goodness ; then evils must their enemies, while they entertain the no- 


cease or this good can never take place. 


ition that God hates his enemies, and that if 


The pleasedness and satisfaction of God | endless damnation be that which God will 


in tie death of Christ (of which many 

speak,) has regard to the good, which flows 

Srom it; but not to the evil init. It is 

not pleasing to God,as that,which ieconciles, 

him to mau ; but as that, by which man is 

reconciled to God. Hence the conclusion | 
that God was pacified towards sinners by | 
the death of Christ is, unquestionably, er- | 
roneuus. 

I consider the doctrine of vicarious suf-! 
fering to be unsupported by scripture, and | 
utterly incompatible with God’s unbounded | 
and unchangeable iove. Hence it is plain, 
that the love of God and the salvation of 
mat, founded on the reconciliation of God 
to man by the sufleriugs of Christ, tend to; 
make our lives coirespond to the erroneous- | 
ness of the idea, Men have supposed 
that, from this doctrine, they could see 
the justice cf God in the endless damnation 
of many of their neighbors, and even that 
they themselyes were willing to endure this , 
dreadful punishment and that their nearest 
relatives should suffer it with them. Hence 
that misery, which justice never required, 
and which would infinitely outweigh all the 
good, which existence could confer on such 
a sufferer, is considered to be just and 
even desirable.—Thius these notions of the 


Deity, seem to be the ground of an unfeel-' 
ing heart, and lead to the embracing of | 


sentiments, which in their practice, destroy 
the tender feelings of humanity, stop men’s 
ears to the voice of mercy, and fill the 
world with contention. 


REMARAS. ; 


We are led from the above discourse to 
remark ; that no one point in Divinity is so 
important as a true and just conception of 
the Deity. 

if wrong ideas of him led to a false theo- 
ry and a consequent unreasonable practice, 
how important is it to know the true God ? 

God is known by his works, and can be 
seen only in his works and by an eye of 
faith. His works all praise him. By them 
he is proved to be good, to be wise and pow- 
erful. All the revelation of himself, either 
in his works or word, conspire to prove his 
infinite goodness and wisdom and _ that bis 
tender mercies, are over all his works: that 
he is not malevolent, not an enemy, but the 
unshaken friend of man; not one, who 
necds to be pacified by anv sacrifice, but 
whose love does and will operate to make 
all creatures lovely apd happy. 

itis evident that men will never love 


e!atthe expiration of the 14 years. 
‘beg to know if he is not liberated from pris- 


inflict on his enemies; men will be wont 
to justify themselves, in wishing such a pun- 
ishment to their enemies. Hence most of 
the wickedness of men flows from a_mista- 
ken notion of the Diety.—Eprror. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
A DISCOURSE, 
ON FORGIVENESS O¢' SINS. 
ACTS, V. 31. 

Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, for 
to give repe ntance to Israel and forgive- 
ness of sins.’ 

( Continued from page 399.) 


Now suppose this punishment to have the 
desired offect! and the criminal is discharged 
Now I 


on on the same ground as before? Exact- 
ly. ‘The government supposes he has been 
punished just enough, and therefore he is 
liberated. ‘The supposition was the same 
when he was liberated at the endcf7 years. 
Justice required his punishment to be just 
so long and no longer, than would be neces- 
sary to produce repentapce—justice was 
satisfied in both cases, and forgiveness took 
place in one instance as well as in the other. 

But we should not luse sight of our own 
fallibility. ©Mankind cannot enact laws 
which will always answer the end in view. 
[lence there is a liability to punish too 
much or not enough. Human foresight 
cannot always determine which course will 
be most prudent, just, and merciful. But, 
that Almighty, Omnipresent Judge, who 
minds the affairs of mankind, is not at a 
loss, to determine how much punishment 
his creatures require, in order to produce 
the desired effect. He knows when to 
punish—he knows when to afilict—he 
knows when to heal—he knows whan to 
forgive. Could our rvlers determine with 
the same exactness, the quantity and dura- 
tion of the punishment necessary to produce 
the desired repentance and reformation, 
and could they have power, to give a new 
heart whenever justice should be satisfied, 
there would be no more punishment inflict- 
ed, than enough to eflect this good and jus- 
tifiabie measure, nor would they by any 
means clear the guilty, or measure the time 
of their confinement by days or years. 

But God’s ways are not like our ways, 


_his ways are equal, but our ways are unequal. 
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Thus, then, we find, that the gift of fcr- it for ourselves, it would be like breakin 


no 
civeness is anew heart. It saves us, not cutof prison in order to regain liberty. It 
from punishment, but trom sin, its procur- would be fixe climbing up some other Way, 


ing or producing cause. to obtain that, which can only be had thro’ 
I come then to notice that sin, whichit is the Door, the Way, and the Life. 
supposed will never be forgiven Then 2dly. In what way shall the forgive. 


Mark iii. 29.-—"* He that shall blaspheme ness of our sins be effected? Ans. Jesus 
against the Holy Spirit hath not forgive- Christ, shall in due time impart a knowl. 
ness, but is in danger of aionion damua- edge of the truth to the ignorant, so that 
tien. The verse preceding, expressly de- mankind shall discover the good intention 
clares, that all manner of sins shall be for- of our law giver, and the benevolent design 
given anto men and blasphemies wherewith of the law itself. Ile will take away the 
svever they shall blaspheme. ‘Phe paraliel fear that bath torment, and substitute in its 
passages in Matthew and Luke read the stead that godly sorrow for sin, which can 
same. Now Lask, how this cap be true, only be produced by a knowledge of the 
and at the same time the blasphemy against fact, that God does noi afilict us willingly, 
the Holy Ghost never be forgiven? The but for our own benefit. 
objector may reply, that the word * but?) Whenever this desirable event shall take 
indicates an exception to the rule Jaid place, our hearts shall be made glad ia the 
down, and therefore justifies the belief, that: city of our God, ‘Then joy will fill every 
this sin will never be forgiven. ' soul, peace dwell in every breast, love di- 

The bibie only says, that, he who com-; vine unite ns together, and salvation burst 
mits this sin bath not forgiveness: i.e. he from every tongue in strains of heavenly 
is not now forgiven. Look candidly at it’ melody. 
one moment, and bring it to thetest, ace} But 4thly.—Who shall receive this gift ? 
cording to the doctrine of forgiveness as Ans. Those, who are and were the ob- 
laid down on scripture testimony. jects of God’s regard: those, for whom 

We have found, that, forgiveness consists , Christ died : those, for whom he paid the 
in a new heart, &c. And now we are told,‘ ransom: those, whom he came to seek and 
that whoever commits this sin against the | save: those, for whose sins he became th: 
Holy Ghost, hath not forgiveness! Now j propitiation : those, who are tobe made 2- 
what dees it mean? The answer is as | live in Christ! My friends, do you desire to 
plain as the sun in its glory. Such have | know who comprise these objects of his re- 
not a new heart, they have not a right spir-; gard? Then go to your bibles and read that 
it! But does this prove, that they never ; * all the ends of the earth shall see his salva- 
shall have it? No, for when they are pun-|tion and glori y his name to the endless 


ais 
ished as much as justice requires, which | ges of eternity !” 
is as much as will be for their benefit Bot Sthly.—When shall all be forgiven? 
and no more, then they shall have the Let the bible speak for itself in honor of 


law of God written in their hearts, and they | God. They shall be forgiven, when every 
shall be forgiven. As this subject has been | knee shall bow and every tongue confess 
frequently agitated, T shall add no more atjthatin the Lord they have righteousness 
this time. and strength—when “every creature in 
2dly. Having shown the nature of forgive- | heaven, on carth, in the sea,and all that are 
ness, { shall now proceed to show who is|in them shal] be heard, saying, blessing, 
the author of it, &c. honor, glory and power be to him who sit- 
All difficulty is removed by our text.— | teth upon the throne.” Yea, when Christ 
Christ is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to! shall appear, a light tothe geutiles, to open 
give repentance to Israel and Rongerenes of the blind eyes—to bring out the prisoners 
sins. ‘The idea, that, we can procure for- | from the prison—and them that sit in dark- 
giveness or a new heart, by any exertions | ness out of the prison-house ; yes, then shall 
of our own, is presumptuous ard absurd.— ithe hearts ef all sinners be turned unto the 
It is presumptuous,because itis in duect op- | Lord—then shall tears be wiped from the 
position to the letter and spirit of our text. eves of all that weep—then shall there be 
Hence we read, that * Christ was exalted, | no more pain, no more sin, no more sorrow, 
&c. to give repentance and forgiveness of no more erying—then shall death be swal- 
sins.” It isa gift, as undeserved as that of | lowed up in victory—then shall the Lord 
our existence, originated by the justice and | God make in Zion a feast of fat things unto 
love of the Almighty. — It is absurd, to en. | all people—and then shall the vail be tak- 
tertain such an idea, because if we procured /en away fiom off the face of every child of 
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Adam, and then, glory to God, we shall see 
as we are seen, and know as we are known, 
while heaven shail resound with eterral 
hallelujahs to God, and that pure Son of 
his love, who died to redeem us from all in- 
iquity ! 

I have thus, with God’s assistance, en- 
deavored to set before you in its proper 
light, the doctrine of forgiveness. It is one 
which richly deserves your further consid- 
eration. It is left for you, kind readers, to 
make an application of what has been said 
to vour several conditions. God knows 
your hearts and will by no means clear you, 
if you sin against his law. It wiil theretore 
become us all to look well to ourselves, to 
take liced to our steps, lest we fall into the 
snares, set before us, by these who teach us 
that thongh we sin, we “shall not surely 
die.” 

From what has been said, two things 
may be infered, which are calculated to al- 
ford consolation to every benevolent soul. 

First. Justice does not require the end- 
less punishment of the creature. Because 
we have seen that justice does not demand 
any thing more, than the good of the one 
punished. ‘I heretore, since we have shown 
that justice and forgiveness, are perfectly 
in unison, and that one cannot exist with- 
out the other, it follows, that justice will 
never be counteracted by mercy; so that 
God can be just and vet the justifier of 
those that believe. Whereas, on the other 
hand, the character which is sometimes at- 
tributed to God, can neyer justify even the 
most perfect saint, until his fury has been 
exhausied on some substitute. 

Secondly. Since justice does not require 
the endless damnation of the creature, it 
follows of course, that nothing but injustice 
will ever procure the eternal torment of the 
sinner. Since, therefore, God is a just and 
holy being, we may conclude on this 
cround, that after he has punished the sin- 
uer, as much as is for his benefit, be will 
restore him to holiness and happiness. 

May Jesus, by his spirit, lead us in the 
way of well doing, that we may here on 
earth enjoy the pleasure of a well grounded 
hope, and receive a new heartand the di- 
vine consolation of the gospel. 





ST. PAUL A CALVINIST BAPTIST! 


Anecdote—A member of a Baptist 
church in the town of G. lately asserted, in 
the hearing of a number of persons, that 
Sr. Paun was a Christian Baptist.— 
Should St. Paul, said he, arise from the 





dead, and preach in our meeting-house, no; means partially stopt the blood until surgi- 


one knowing the man or his sentiments, and 
should the inquiry be made after meeting 
—“What denomination was the preacher 
of? the universal answer would be—* he is 
a Baptist.” A lady, sitting by, thought 
that it would require as great a miracle to 
make a Baptist of St. Paul, as it would to 
raise him from the dead, aid introduce him 
into the meeting-house in G. But, contin- 
ued she, should St. Paun deliver a dis- 
course in this place, and affirm from the 
pulpit, that “ God would have all men to 
be saved—that he would gather together all 
things in Christ ; what denomination should 
you conclade he belonged tor? The Bap- 
list not knowing these were Paul’s words, 
answered, * Paul would know too well to 
preach such a licentious doctrine as that !” 
But suppose he should so preach, resumed 
the lady, what should you call him ?— 
“Why I should say he was a despicable 
Universalist ; and if he so preached IT 
should leave the house immediately !?’— 
The lady presented him with a_ Bible, 
opened to those places in Paul’s writing — 
He Jooked at them and exclaimed, “ Ah! 
you have got a Universalest bible, which 
ought to be burned; if you hear to such 
delusion as that, you must be forever mis- 
erable.” Comment is unnecessary. 





ASTONISHING INFATUATION. 

The following account fairly exhibits the 
influence of fear ona susceptible mind, and 
shows that misapprehension of God’s char- 
acter and purpose generally eventuates in 
mania, self-mutilation, or death. Let - any 
one compare the effects of the gospel in the 
days of Christ, with the consequences of be- 
lief in this case, and say what resemblance 
he discovers. False religion deprives of 
reason, hope, limbs and life ; while the re- 
ligion of Jesus restores the right mind, ani- 
mates hope, preserves life, and gives joy 
unspeakable and full of immortality.—Rel. 
Ing. 

An extraordinary act of fanaticism took 
place at the Hotel, Carnavon, on Monday 
last. A servant, who was there borrowed 
an axe from one of the servants of the house. 
He took it into his bed-room, very compos- 
edly placed his left hand upon the foot of 
the bed, and with the axe in his right hand 
chopt it clearly off! Having thrown the 
hand under the bed, he came down, hold- 
ing the stump, bleeding profusely, which 
must have caused his death ia a short time, 
had not the waiter made use of a_handker- 
chief by way of a tourniquet, and by that 
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Thus, then, we find, that the gift of fer- it for ourselves, it would be like breaking 
civeness is anew heart. It saves us, not outof prison in order to regain liberty. ft 
from punishment, but from sin, its procur- would be fixe climbing up some other way, 


ing or producing cause. to obtain that, which can only be had thro’ 
I come then to notice that sin, whichit is the Door, the Way, and the Life. 
supposed will never be forgiven. Then 2dly. In what way shall the forgive. 


Mark iii. 29.—** [le that shall blaspheme ness of our sins be effected? Ans. Jesus 
against the Holy Spirit hath not forgive- Christ, shall in due time impart a knowl. 
ness, but is in danger of aionion damua- edge of the truth to the ignorant, so that 
tion. The verse preceding, expressly de- mankind shall discover the good intention 
clares, that all manner of sins shall be for- of our law giver, and the benevolent design 
civen unto men and blasphemies wherewith of the law itself. He will take away the 
suever they shall blaspheme. The paraliel fear that hath torment, and substitute in its 
passages 10 Matthew and Luke read the stead that godly sorrow for sin, which can 
same. Now Lask, how this cav be true, orly be produced by a knowledge of the 
and at the same time the blasphemy against fact, that God does noi afilict us willingly, 
the Holy Ghost never be forgiven? ~The but for our own benefit. sh 
objector may reply, that the word * but”) Whenever this desirable event shall take 
indicates an exception to the rule Jaid place, our hearts shall be made glad in the 
down, and therefore justifies the belief, that: city of our God. ‘Then joy will fill every 
this sin will never be forgiven. i soul, peace dwell in every breast, love di- 

The bible only says, that, he who com-; vine unite us together, and salvation burst 
mits this sin bath not forgiveness: i.e. he from every tongue in strains of heavenly 
is not now forgiven. Look candidly at it’ melody. 
one moment, and bring it to thetest, ac-; But 4thly.—Who shall receive this gift 2 
cording to the doctrine of forgiveness as; Ans. Those, who are and were the ob- 
laid down on scripture testimony. ijects of God's regard: those, for whon 

We have found, that, forgiveness consists | Christ died : those, for whom he paid the 
in a new heart, &c. And now we are told, ) ransom : those, whom he came to seek and 
that whoever commits this sin against the | save: those, for whose sins he became th 
Holy Ghost, hath not forgiveness! Now | propitiation : those, who are tobe made a- 
what dves it mean? The answer is as {tive in Christ! My friends, do youdesire to 
plain as the sun in its glory. Such have | know who comprise these objects of his re- 
not a new heart, they have not a right spir- ‘gard? Then go to your bibles and read that 
it! But does this prove, that they never; * all the ends of the earth shall see his salva- 
shall have it? No, for when they are pun-| tion and glori y his name to the endless a- 
ished as much as justice requires, which, ges of eternity !” 

is as much as will be for their benefit But Sthly.— When shall all be forgiven? 
and no more, then they shall have the Let the bible speak for itself in honor of 
law of God written in their hearts, and they | God. They shall be forgiven, when every 
shall be forgiven. As this subject has been | knee shall bow and every tongue contess 
frequently agitated, T shall add no more atjthatin the Lord they have righteousness 
this time. and streneth—when “every creature in 

2dly. Having shown the nature of forgive- | heaven, on carth, in the sea,and all that are 
ness, { shall now proceed to show who is{in them shal! be heard, saying, blessing. 
the author of it, &ec. honor, glory and power be to him who. sit- 

All difficulty is removed by our text.— | teth opon the throne.” Yea, when Christ 
Christ is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to! shall appear, a light tothe geutiles, to open 
give repentance to Israel and margiveness of | the blind eyes—to bring out the prisoners 
sins. ‘The idea, that, we can procure for- | from the prison—and them that sit in dark- 
giveness or a new heart, by any exertions ness out ofthe prison-house yes, then shall 
of our own, is presumptuous aid ebsurd.— | the hearts ef all sinners be turned unto the 
It is presumptuous,because itis in Giect op-  Lord—then shall tears be w iped from the 
position to the letter and spirit of our text. eves of all that weep—then shall there be 
Hence we read, that * Christ was exalted, {no more pain, no more sin, no more sorrow, 

&c. to give repentance and forgiveness of no more crying—then shall death be swal- 
sins.” It isa gift, as undeserved as that of , lowed up in victory—then shall the Lord 
our existence, originated by the justice and | God make in Zion a feast of fat things unto 
love of the Almighty. — It is absurd, to en | all people—and then shall the vail be tak- 
teriain such an idea, because if we procured jen away from off the face of every child of 
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Adam, and then, glory to God, we shall see 
as we are seen, aud knuw as we are known, 
while heaven shail resound with eterral 
hallelujahs to God, and that pure Son of 
his love, who died to redeem us from all in- 
iquity ! 

I have thus, with God’s assistance, en- 
deavored to set before you in its proper 
light, the doctrine of forgiveness. It is one 
which richly deserves your further consid- 
eration. It is left for you, kind readers, to 
make an application of what has been said 
to vour several conditions. God knows 
your hearts and will by no means clear you, 
if you sin against his law. It wiil theretore 
become us all to look well to ourselves, to 
take ticed to our steps, lest we fall into the 
snares, set before us, by these who teach us 
that thongh we sin, we “shall not surely 
die.” 

From what has been said, two things 
may be intered, which are calcuiated to al- 
ford consolation to every benevolent soul. 

First. Justice does not require the end- 
le-s punishment of the creature. Because 
we have seen that justice does not demand 
any thing more, than the good of the one 
punished. ‘I heretore, since we have shown 
that justice and forgiveness, are perfectly 
in unison, and that one cannot exist with- 
out the other, it follows, that justice will 
uever be counteracted by mercy; so that 
God can be just and yet the justifier of 
those that believe. Whereas, on the other 
hand, the character which is sometimes at- 
tributed to God, can neyer justify even the 
most perfect saint, until his fury has been 
exhausied on some substitute. 

Secondly. Since justice does not require 
the endless damnation of the creature, it 
follows of course, that nothing but injustice 
will ever procure the eternal torment of the 
sinner. Since, therefore, God is a just and 
holy being, we may conclude on this 
cround, that after he has punished the sin- 
uer, as much as is for his benefit, he will 
restore him to holiness and happiness. 

May Jesus, by his spirit, lead us in the 
way of well doing, that we may here on 
earth enjoy the pleasure of a well grounded 
hope, and receive a new heartand the di- 
vine consolation of the gospel. 





ST. PAUL A CALVINIST BAPTIST! 


Anecdote-—A member of a Baptist 
church in the town of G. lately asserted, in 
the hearing of a number of persons, that 
Sr. Paun was a Christian Baptist.— 
Should St. Paul, said he, arise from the 








dead, and preach in our meeting-house, no | 


one knowing the man or his sentiments, and 
should the inquiry be made after meeting 
—“What denomination was the preacher 
of? the universal answer would be—* he is 
a Baptist.” A lady, sitting by, thought 
that it would require as great a miracle to 
make a Baptist of St. Paul, as it would to 
raise him from the dead, and introduce him 
into the meeting-house in G. But, contin- 
ued she, should St. Paun deliver a dis- 
course in this place, and affirm from the 
pulpit, that “ God would have all men te 
be saved—that he would gather together all 
things in Christ ; what denomination should 
yon conclade he belonged to? The Bap- 
list not knowing these were Paul’s words, 
answered, * Paul would know too well to 
preach such a licentious doctrine as that !” 
But suppose he should so preach, resumed 
the lady, what should you call him ?— 
“Why I should say he was a despicable 
Universalist ; and if he so preached 7 
should leave the house immediately !°— 
The lady presented him with a_ Bible, 
opened to those places in Paul’s writing — 
He looked at them and exclaimed, “ Ah! 
you have got a Universalst bible, which 
ought to be burned; if you hear to such 
delusion as that, you must be forever mis- 
erable.” Comment is unnecessary. 





ASTONISHING INFATUATION. 

The following account fairly exhibits the 
influence of fear ona susceptible mind, and 
shows that misapprehension of God’s char- 
acter and purpose generally eventuates in 
mania, self-mutilation, or death. Let -any 
one compare the effects of the gospel in the 
days of Christ, with the consequences of be- 
lief in this case, and say what resemblance 
he discovers. False religion deprives of 
reason, hope, limbs and life ; while the re- 
ligion of Jesus restores the right mind, ani- 
mates hope, preserves life, and gives joy 
unspeakable and full of immortality.—Rel. 
Ing. 

An extraordinary act of fanaticism took 
place at the Hotel, Carnavon, on Monday 
last. A servant, who was there borrowed 
an axe from one of the servants of the house. 
He took it into his bed-room, very compos- 
edly placed his left hand upon the foot of 
the bed, and with the axe in his right hand 
chopt it clearly off! Having thrown the 
hand under the bed, he came down, hold- 
ing the stump, bleeding profusely, which 
must have caused his death ia a short time, 
had not the waiter made use of a handker- 
chief by way of a tourniquet, and by that 
means partially stopt the blood until surgi- 
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cal aid was procured. Onthe arrival uf the 
surgeon, he was so exhausted that further 
amputation could not then be performed, 
but it has since been done, and the poor maa 
seems likely to survive. ‘This horrifying 
act of seif-mutilation was effected for the a- 
vowed purpose of being better enabled to 
enter into the “ Kingdom of Heaven ! ! !” 
Every possible care has been taken of him, 
and a person cvntinually watches him he 
has since been dull and silent, and itis mach 
to be feared, that the delusion has by no 
means left him, and that some other mem- 
ber of his body, or indeed his life may be 
the next sacrifice to his unnatural mania.— 
Eng. Jour. 





Extract from a sermon of the Rev. Jo- 
seph Francis.—* Let this idea dwell in 
our minds, that our duties to God and our 
duties to men, are not distinct and indepen- 
dent duties, but are involved in each other: 
that devotion and virtue are not different 
things but the same thing ;either in differ- 
ent stages or in different stations, in different 
points of progress or circumstances of situa- 
tion. What we call devotion, for the sake 
of distinction, during its initiatory and in- 
stumental exercises, is devotion in its infan- 
cy, the virtue which, altera time, it produces 
is devotion in its maturity ; the contempla- 
tion of Deity is devotion at rest; the execu- 
tion of his command is devotion in action. 
Praise is religion in the temple,or in the clos- 
et; industry, from a sense of duty, is relig- 
ion in the shop or field, commercial integ- 
rity is religion inthe mart; the communi- 
cation of consolation is religion in the house 
of mourning 3 tender attention is religion 
in the chamber of sickness; paternal in- 
struction is religion at heart ; judicial jus- 
tice is religion on the bench ; patriotism is 
religion in the public councils.” 





* Answer a fool according to his folly, 
lust he be wise in his own conceit.”— 
Proy. xi. 5, 

Ifa person assume false principles, and 
proceed on them to draw conclusions to op- 
pose piety and morality, what can be better 
calculated to cure him of his folly and allay 
his vanity, than to turn them against him- 
self, and show thein to be destructive to bis 
own reasonings. What can mortify bim 
morer The following oriental anecdote 
will iusirate this :— 

A certain man went to a Dervise, and 
proposed the questions; Ist—“ Why do 
they say God is omnipresent ? I do not see 





him in any place, show we where he js ?_ 
2d—* Why isa man punished for his crimes 
since whatever he does proceeds from God 2 
man has no free will, for he cannot do any 
thing contrary to the will of God? and jg 
he had power he would do every thing for 
his own good.” 3d—* How can God pun- 
ish Satan in hell fire, since he is formed of 
that element 5 and what impression can fire 
make on itself?’ The Dervise took up a 
large clod of earth and struck him on the 
head with it. The man went to the Cady, 
and said, “ I proposed three questions to a 
certain Dervise, who threw a clod of earth 
at my head and made my head ache,”— 
The Cady having sent tor the Dervise, ask- 
ed ** Why did vou throw aclod of earth at 
his head instead of answering his questions?” 
Tie Dervise replied, “ The clod of earth 
was an answer to his speech. He says he 
has a pain in his head, let him show me the 
pain, and [ will make God visible to him. 
And why does he make complaint against 
me? Whatever I did was the act of God; 
I did not strike without the will of God.— 
What power do [ possess ? And as he is 
compounded of earth, how can he. suffer 
pain trom that element °” 

The man was confounded, and the Cady 
highly pleased with the Dervise’s answer. 
He answered the fool according to his folly. 


—Zion’s Herald. 





§~ Bro. Dotpnus Skinner, of Lang- 
don, N. H. is about to remove to Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y. where his labors for a few 
Sabbaths have been remarkably blessed.— 
According to present appearances there 
will be a Society soon organized in that 
place. We have reason to believe that Br. 
Skinner will be usefully employed at Sara- 
toga and its vicinity. He will have a fair 
opportunity of disseminating the doctrine of 
Christ among many inquirers whoshall visit 
those medical and healing Springs.—Chr. 
Intelligencer. 





Importance of pious mothers.— You will 
rarely, perhaps never, see a woman to 
whom any idea of religion has been com- 
municated, entirely abandon a compliance 
with the external duties, or insult its prl0- 
ciples by the language of profaneness and 
contempt. What a public blessing, what 
an instrument of the most exalted good, !s 4 
virtuous Christian mother! How many, 
perhaps, who now hear me, feel that they 
owe to it all the virtue and piety that adorns 
them.—Religious Inquirer. 
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NEW ZVUAR’'S ADD:.ESS, 

TO THE PATRONS OF THE GospEeL ADAOCATE, 
Jan. 1, 1825. 

Another year is numbered with the past,— 
And now another year succeeds the last ; 
Of our pursuits unmindful, Time goes on 
With hurried wing, and ever and anon 
Gives birth to new events, nor stops to tell 
What things are ill performed, or what done well. 
Then let us pause,—with retrospective eye, 
ook back at deeds performed in time gone by : 
Have we delighted in that path t? pursue, 
Where there are joys forever sweet and new ? 
Have we the weak endeavored to uphold ? 
Have we the mercies of Jehovah told ? 
Have we with joy proclaimed the great salvation . 
And told mankind how God redeemed creation ? 
Have we employed our tongues in strains sublime, 
To sing hosannas to the Lamb divine ? 
And have dar’d to say with fearless tongue, 
As ancient priests and prophets long have sung, 
That Jesus died to save our fallen race, 
To manifest his Father’s love and grace, 
And that, when rolling years shall case to move, 
All shall be saved from sin in heaven above ? 
Have we with pitying heart and eye, surveyed 
The heirs of sorrow, and their grief allayed ? 
Have we from bondage freed the child of wo, 
And from confinement bid the prisoner go? 
Have we the sick, the sorrowful and sad, 
The mourning sinner and the saint made glad? 
In Zion’s mountain God hath spread the feast, 
And have we bid the starving sinner taste ? 
Have we been meek and of a contrite miad ? 
And to our enemies have we been kind ? 
Or have we dwelt with zealous heart and tongue, 
On the vain theme of misery, among 
Some fancied demons weltering in despair, 
To please the wicked and fill Satan’s snare 7 
Review the past, kin. readers, and disclaim, © 
Whate’er dishonors your Creator’s name ! 
We leave the future and with trembling string 
Omit the past and of the present sing.— 
To you, kind patrons, we presume to say, 
Our payer is this ;—May this and every day, 
Be uappy to you all: May peace divine, 
Dwell in your hearts, and in your conduct shine , 
May joy, salvation, love, good-will unite— 
Concentrate in your souls :—may heavenly light 
Direct your steps in wisdom’s pleasant way 
Till time’s succeeded by eternal day ! 
And then may heaven on you propitious smile 
And grant salvation from all pain and guile. 
O then may you with every child of God 


O then may ransom’d millions shout hig ,-raise 
And hymns of love in endless anthems raise ! 
Thus we desire your bliss: But O, how vain, 
Are we compared with him whose gentle rain 
And genial sun shines on the bad and good— 
On all alike descends ; whose hand with food 
In time well ordered feeds each living thing. 
From the vile beggar to the ermin’d king! 

Be happy then kind readers, and rejoice,— 
May every heart be glad—and every voice, 
Attun’d by grace, break forth in strains sublime, 
And chant in deathless strains God’s love divine. 
And if we now may venture to advise, 

Begin this year, determined to be wise.— 
While bigots rail, and partialists disdain 

To share with ALL deliverance from pain, 
May you enjoy the smiles of sweet content 
Be happy with those earthly blessings lent, 
Rejoice that Christ the great deliv’rer came, 
To heal the sick, the halt, the blind and lame, 
To save the world from sorrow sin and pain 
And thus to God immortal honors gain : 

And when the present year shall be no more 
Or when life’s vain delusive dream is o’er 
May all be happier, wiser, better than before, 





TO OUR PATRONS. 


We return our sincere thanks for the lib- 
eral patronage afforded to the publisher of 
the Gospel Advocate the year past ; hoping 
that its utility has in some measure, been 
realized by all its readers. The great truths 
to which we have paid attention, appear to 
be gaining rapidly in America, and_ this 
western section of our happy country, has 
been favored in ahigh degree. The pre- 
valence of gospel lightand the increase of 
correct principles in theology; in which 
God is represented as the Friend and Fath- 
er of the great family of man; and in which 
the honor and glory of our Heavenly Pa- 
rent appears to be exhibited in the bound- 
less display of his goodness and love ; must 
excite the gratitude, the joy, and the willing 
obedience of all, who have eyes to see the 
truth, and ears to hear its joyful sound. 

It is evident that much light on the doc- 
trines of the Gospel has been diffused, by 
means of periodical publications. We have 
sown, in this manner, as we trust, and the 
harvest has been abundant. Thirty, sixty 
and one hundred fold, appear to have been 





Sing pard’ning grace & spread his praise abroad : 
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the result of seed ‘committed to the ground. 


This we ascribe, not to Paul, who has plant- 
ed, norto Apollos, who has watered ; but 


to God, who giveth the increase. 


We have aconfident hope, that all friends 
to truth will feel it to be a privilege to lend 
their assistance in the furtherance of this 
work, by patronizing the same for the year 


ensuing. 


rT a 


GOSPEL ADVOC ATE. 


F or an additional encouragement the grief i 


er rent eee, 


the deep gloom that hung heavily around 


her heart. Her head declined, her close 
clasped hands, her fixed position, her tear 
bedewed cheek, bespoke the intensity of 
her thoughts and the sorrow of her soul. liane 
The scene struck the strings of sympathy, 
and a correspondent tear flowing from the 
impulse of a similar fee ling, trickle d down 
my cheek. Fancy lent her creative power 
to my mind, and methought L heard and felt 
inspired soliloquy of the heart. 


herein, tle next volume of the Gospel Ad- broken mother, as she revolved in her de- 
vocate will be enlarged to the size of the pressed mind the following thoughts—* AJ), 
4 , . 4 


Gospel Herald; the paper of a good quali- 
ty, on fair type, the whole to be executed in 
a workmanlike manner, without any ad-' rending despondency s 


ditional expense to subscribers. 


All who may become patrons of this ' 
werk for the year ensuing, may govern, 
themselves, with respect to their remittan- 


yes, my child, thou art numbered with the 
dead! The curtain of my hopes has snd. 
denly dropped, and the thick cloud of soul 
liuts the light of jo, 
| and tranquility from my mind. When fee- 
ble infancy was thine, with what rapture ] 

watched the pleasurable smile playing on 
thy health-flushed cheek ; it was then my 
heart bounded with ecstacy, and antedated 


{ 


ces, according to the rules mentioned under ; the joys of youth, and the happiness of man- 


this article for the year past. 


Grain will be | hood. 


I thought thou wouldst have been 


received for the ensving year as stated be- the pillow of my old age, IT thought thou 


low. SIMON BURTON. 


We deem 


it our duty to inform those 


vouldst have supported my tottering, de- 
clining life, when the extinguished hand of 
time had quenched the fervor of vitality. — 

dut ah! these love built hopes are gone for 


who have patronised this paper, that the | ¢¥¢T 3—they are buried inthe humid earth 


present volume will be completed next 
week, and that promptitude on the part of 
subscribers is desired and expected. Those 


with whom no particular agreement has 
been made, will confer a favor upon the 
the publisher by sending their arrearages to 
Thomas Gross, Editor, at Cayuga Creek 
Post Office, or to H. A. Salisbury, Buffalo. 

Those who have contracted to pay in 
grain will please deliver the amount specifi- 
ed, as follows. —Subscribers in Chautauque 
county, at Oliver Spafford’s, in Fredonia, or 
to the subscriber at Portland. Subscribers 
in Erie county, at Wescott’s or Hall’s mills, 
in Wales—at Washbui::’s, in Aurora—at 
the mill near Torrey’s tavern, in Boston— 
at McMillen’s mill in Concord, and at 
Plumbs mill, in Collins. 


SIMON BURTON. 





“1 mother’s sorrow cannot be conceived 
But by a mother.” 


with thee. No more I bear thy voice, no 
more I mark thy sprightly eye ;—thy voice 
is silent as the grave, and thy eye fixed by 
the rigid power of death. Scarce more than 
eighteen years had rolled around thy head 
befcre the grim monster’ came and snatch- 
ed thee from the world. Thou were strick- 
enas the tender sapling scathed by the 
lightning’s fiery bolt—O death! thou art 
the destroyer of a mother’s bliss! But still 
amid all my sorrow I will say, 


** Worms may banquet on that frame, 

And ruin feed on what was fair :— 
Back to the skies from whence it came. 

The soul recalled shall fourish there.” 
With these words she ended, and taking 


her little daughter by the hand she slowly 
retired, 





Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
inatter ; Fear God, and keep his command- 
ments ; for this is the whole my of mab, 
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I marked a mother at the tomb of her 
son. Her sable garment coincided with | 
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IN ADVANCE-—-H. A. SALISBURY, 
PRINTER. 





